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It has been a wonderful first few weeks with you all! I want to
thank you all for being so welcoming, so chatty, so helpful and
so patient. Leading any community takes teamwork and I’m
grateful for the enthusiastic and creative team around me.
You’re all stars!
A friend recently sent me an article with some insights into
transitioning to a new congregation:
-

A new rector begins a season of new beginnings and new
expectations – and healthy relationship will recognize “the
humility in acknowledging that we are all earthen vessels
and deeply flawed.”

-

The arrival of a new rector invites the congregation to
imagine new possibilities and opportunities – and dreaming dreams is a vital part of new vision.

-

A new rector invites ears, eyes and hearts to be open – and
sharing of heritage and hopes is important.

I am delighted to discover the heart of St Raphael’s in real
relationships with one another – Sage’s meals together, coffee
time conversations between and after church services,
willingness to serve and volunteer so much time and talent,
openness to receive one another at the Peace and new
members at baptism, knowing and supporting one another in
life’s ups and downs.
I smile to recognize that God has put me in a community that
loves the beauty of art, music and nature, whether in the
sanctuary or the garden. I am grateful for all those who give so
much to this aesthetic expression of our faith.
And I am enjoying settling in, finding balance and discovering
friendships. I’ve been looking through some prayers in an old
book, and found this one for Pentecost that seems to bridge
times of transition:

Rev. Canon Dr. Helen E.P. Van Koevering

For all the saints who went before us
who have spoken to our hearts
and touched us with your fire,
We praise you, O God.
For all the saints who live beside us
whose weaknesses and strengths
are woven with our own,
We praise you, O God.
For all the saints who live beyond us
who challenge us
to change the world with them,
we praise you, O God.
Bless you all!
Helen

Stewardship Report
Thanks for joining us at the Stewardship Corner!
Ah, the month of June is upon us. It brings to mind
flowers and beautiful late spring and early summer
weather, doesn’t it?

God will not let us go
Ever,
That call to safety, freedom,
Love,
Begins as gentle whisper
Then
Grows ever stronger as
A
Mighty wind sweeps away
Dark
Clouds and brings the sweetest
Healing
Rain to cleanse the earth.
We are set free, we are set free, we are set free.
The nets that catch us and hold us captive in those
deep and darkest, secret places of our being….those
places where we think we can hide…..melt away like
snowflakes in the sun. I don’t know why I think I’m
such a smarty pants that I can get away with being so
perverse. I never can. God is relentless and
determined to show me how to live in joy. I know
that I must give up, give in and give God free rein in
my life, and that is why the Holy Spirit has been sent
to us. Wasn’t it a wonderful thing to be in church on
Pentecost?!! June is busting out all over, as the song
says. Let’s make each summery day a skip down the
yellow brick road holding hands with the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Stewardship is about change. Each year, stewardship
in its monetary form brings out the gifts of money
with which this Parish uses to compensate its Rector,
keep the AC on, and keep our grounds in order. Each
year those monetary gifts change. The same goes for
the gifts of time. This year we may volunteer more in
church endeavors. We set aside more time to come
work on bulletins or mowing and trimming, and the
same goes for the gifts of time.
Other than the Lord and Jesus Christ, the one certainty
is change. We are moving ahead with the Tobit’s
Trace plans - we have a solid bid for the initial ground
clean up. Keep an eye out on the changes to the
grounds and share the concept with your friends and
neighbors and encourage them to come visit and see
the progress over the next few months.
We also have decided to rename the Rector’s
Discretionary Fund as “the Mission Fund”. This truly
reflects the purpose of the funds and helps Rev. Helen
with decisions on how best to distribute help in
furthering our Mission in the church to those in need.
The Friends of Music at St. Raphael’s have
contributed enough money at this time to fund the
choir scholars through December. Please consider
donating to this very important ministry to keep our
scholars funded for 2019. Thank you for your
generosity!
So, as your humble Stewardship chair, I implore you
in the months to come to embrace the changes that are
sure to come our way.

Love to you all, C.C.
As always, should you have any questions regarding
the Parish’s stewardship or financial's, please feel free
to ask, and I can bore you more data than you wish to
obtain.
Roger L Kirk
Stewardship Chair
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A View from the Pew

of dogs is so universal, so emotional,
and so entrenched. It is as if the Bible
was completely the opposite towards
the dog, treating it more as the reverse
spelling of the word “dog.”

Dogs, God and the fallacy of biblical inerrancy
Dogs. Just the word brings a smile to the face. Ollie’s a
full member of the family, indeed, he’s like a child. Shep has
a soul, as certain as yours or mine. We’ve even instituted
special blessings for dogs and other pets at St. Raphael’s. We
therefore hold them in holy esteem.
Not so the Bible, the supposed complete and sole word of
God (not for me, the rebel thinker, prayer and searcher for the
highest truth). The Bible is downright antagonistic towards
dogs. Here is a sampling of Fido’s treatment:
Exodus 22:31 31"You are to be my holy people. So do not
eat the meat of an animal torn by wild beasts; throw it to the
dogs.
Matthew 7:6 6"Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not
throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them
under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.
Philippians 3:2 2Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers,
those mutilators of the flesh.
1 Kings 14:11 11Dogs will eat those belonging to
Jeroboam who die in the city, and the birds will feed on those
who die in the country. The LORD has spoken!'
Matthew 15:26-27 26He replied, "It is not right to take the
children's bread and toss it to the dogs." 27"Yes it is, LORD,"
she said. "Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
master's table."
Revelation 22:15 - For without [are] dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

Hmmm, makes me wonder. How
might the world treat dogs if the Bible
lauded them? Would people’s love
for dogs be more, less or the same had
the Good Book commanded us to love them? I ask
because it seems the more humans are told to do or believe
something, the more likely we are to resist. Perhaps that’s
why the Bible uses the negative “fear of God” to scare
souls onto the straight and narrow path of righteousness.
But, while the “fear of God may be the beginning of
wisdom,” as Proverbs 9:10 declares, the better sell is fear’s
opposite: faith and love. Jesus comes to the rescue by
encouraging good behavior with his positive message of
love: "My command is this: Love each other as I have
loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends." ~ John 15:12-13.
And is that not exactly what a dog would do, if
necessary, for you? Maybe that’s why dogs have become
man’s best friend, despite the Bible’s disdain for them.
They love to be loved and boy do we love in return. In
fact, there seems to be no depth to the love showered upon
our canine kids, even to the point of putting their dog’s
welfare over a fellow human’s.
But we can regain perspective, as well as salvation, by
circling back to Jesus’s teaching, as demonstrated for us
by our dogs—“Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” Perhaps old dogs can
teach humans new tricks. With God all things are
possible. Even, and sometimes—especially, apart from
the Bible.

2 Kings 8:13 And Hazael said, “What is your servant,
who is but a dog, that he should do this great thing?”

Rchard Dawahare

So, what is truth? Are dogs just a big a lie? Is the way
they have burrowed their affections into the human bosom
simply an evolved behavior for their self-preservation? Or is
it as many of us imagine, a spiritual connection, a gift, from
the most High? What is the truth, what is the lie?
Ugh, it’s so exhausting. Perhaps we should not be so
serious about it all, about the Bible, about whether there is any
such thing as bedrock truth, or if there is, the importance of
standing only on that foundation, or whether it is okay to
wander off occasionally, and if so, just when and to what
extent such wanderings are acceptable, if not advisable.
One thing is for sure—there is much that we believe and
do today not strictly in accord with the Bible. The treatment
we accord dogs is but one. But it’s a big one because our love

3

Music Notes

Congratulations to our Graduates

Our Choir Finale: Pentecost and
Trinity Sunday
Pentecost may possibly not be the
best-known feast day of the
Christian Church, but at St. Raphael,
it is certainly one of the most
festive. On May 20, our church was ablaze with red
and white, symbolizing the fire of the Holy Spirit as it
descended upon the Apostles nearly two thousand
years ago. Five - FIVE - beautiful children were
baptized by Helen, our new Rector, becoming members
of the Body of Christ. Welcome and blessings upon
these precious little ones!
Our choir was at its best for the occasion, with
beautiful music celebrating this joyous day, from
Medieval chant to music from Malawi, “Moto, Moto”
(“Fire, Fire!), and the lively African-American
Spiritual “Every Time I Feel the Spirit,” with solo by
Clement Baloyi.
Trinity Sunday, May 27, marks the last Sunday of
our choir season, as our singers take their summer
break. The choir has worked hard since last September
to provide music for our worship services. In their
absence, we will return to our program of cantors, with
one or more singers leading the congregational singing
each week during the summer.
Thomas Bollinger has graduated from high school
and will be leaving our ensemble to attend Kenyon
College in Ohio this fall. It has been an honor to have
Thomas in our choir, as well as his sister, Beth, before
him. Their mother, Amy Smereck, will be in England
with her husband, Chris Bollinger, who will be on
sabbatical starting in September. Amy is an anchor in
our choir, and we will miss her next year!
Thanks to our remaining volunteer singers: Joan
Schmidt, Dana Berry, and Marguerite Emmons, all
dedicated to our music ministry. Our choir
scholars/staff singers are Junghyun Lee, Clement
Baloyi, Carolina Fernandez, and Kris Olson. These
talented singers are supported by the Friends of Music.
Thanks so very much to all our choir members and to
the Friends of Music who provide much needed
funding for our Choir Scholars. Please consider
joining the FoM to continue this funding for next year.
With the departure of Thomas and Amy, we have
two vacancies to fill! Please consider singing with us.
If you love music, consider this an invitation to join
our choir when we resume in the fall.

Cecily Galbreath, daughter of Melinda Storey,
received her MA degree from the U.K. Patterson
School of Diplomacy.
Kayla Colliver completed the Veterinary Technician
Training at Locust Trace Vocational School, and
passed the NAVTA exam, and on May 30th, 2018,
she'll be an approved certified vet assistant.

Upcoming Events
Workshop: Bible Women: Their Words and Why
they Matter
A weekend of the wisdom of the words of women in
the Bible featuring award-winning author, renowned
speaker, and Episcopal priest Lindsay Hardin-Freeman.
Dates: Friday June 1st, 7 to 9 p.m. and Saturday June
2nd, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Place: St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 2025 Bellefonte
Drive. 859-277-7511, www.saint-michaels.org.
The $30 registration fee includes lunch on Saturday
and a copy of Linday's book. For more information or
to register to to http://www.saint-michaels.org/biblewomen-their-words--why-they-matter.html.

Teddy Bear Tea Party
June 10, 2018 from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
This is a family and children's ministry for parents,
grandparents, and guardians of young children at St.
Raphael (ages 5 and under). Kids are invited to bring
their teddy bears to church. Have breakfast
refreshments with Rev. Helen in the Christian Ed
Room.
For more information, contact Marie Jacobs, Jean Ellen
Melton, Diane Whorley, or Marla Fox.

Best wishes to our congregation for a carefree summer,
Melinda Storey, Organist/Choirmaster
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Summer is here! Or is it? I try to follow your weather reports, and I must say they are
pretty hilarious. Here’s a brief synopsis of what I have heard humans say regarding
Summer: “Summer begins on June 21st.” “Summer starts at the beginning of June.” “As
soon as school lets out, it’s officially Summer.” “We didn’t have Spring, we just went
from Winter into Summer.” “You can tell it’s Summer because of the bugs.” “It’s not
Summer in the Southern Hemisphere.” “I hate mice, it must be Summer.”
This gets back to the point I made a few months ago about humans being obsessed with labeling things. Maybe
it’s a by-product of your vocal chords… like, give a species the ability for advanced communication and they’ll
be spouting nonsense in no time.
But what really gets me is how sometimes you put other animals on a pedestal when it comes to predicting the
weather. You know, “the caterpillars have long coats so it’s going to be a harsh Winter.” Or, “the cows are
laying down so it’s going to rain.” I mean, really? Maybe we just don’t spend 95% of our time staring at our
smartphones and take a moment or two to pay attention to our environment.
Aren’t you all supposed to be like the caretakers of creation or something? It can be difficult to care for
something you so rarely experience. Maybe you should go outside more. Take a walk in the woods, a dip in the
stream. Put away your calendars – if it looks like weather you would enjoy, go out in it. If it doesn’t stay in. At
any rate, spend some time in this environment, and try less to control or predict it and more time experiencing
and enjoying it.

Datebook
June 21 - Sages will meet at Winchell’s on Southland
Dr. Hunter and Nancy Christiano Matthews are hosts,
nancy.christiano@gmail. Com.

June Birthdays
Erica Formisano
Tabitha Fagan-Bardin
Mira Monk
Mary Amick
Robert Bouse
Jeff Carter
Dave Sevigny
Jack Supplee
Mary Wilson
Moses Massaquoi
Jonathon Melton

June 5
June 10
June 10
June 14
June 20
June 21
June 21
June 21
June 24
June 28
June 28

June 10 9:30 -10:45 am Teddy Bear Tea - Christian
Ed Classroom

Last Day for Christian Ed classes will be Sunday,
May 27. The nursery will continue to be open during
the 11:00 service during the summer months from
10:45 -12:15 pm each Sunday..

June Anniversaries
Amy & Tony LoBianco
Kris & Katherine Olson
Logan & Marie Jacobs
Martha Helen & Al Smith

June 8
June 11
June 14
June 17
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You are Invited…
Got your attention, didn’t it? Nothing says “Welcome
Regardless” like “You’re invited!” But here’s the tricky
part - what does it take to keep you interested?

midst shielding and loving them. When they are bullied
or harassed by others, just knowing that they are loved
by God makes all the difference in the world how they
manage the hurt, or fear.

Our Parish in embarking on a new path - with a new
rector who has a vision for Mission - not just going out
into the world, but bringing the world into us. It’s an
exciting proposition - but a scary one as well. What
does that mean for you?

Ok, so what’s this all about? It’s about a need that we
have in our Parish that you are invited to help fill.
We are re-building our Christian Education Program
with a vision towards Mission. But we need your help!
We have about 15 children of Sunday School age in our
parish. We currently have four to five teachers, and we
need more. We need to have at least two per class. In
the nursery, we should have at least three people to assist
with keeping up with active little ones.

Well, in one area, Christian Education, it means being
open to being involved in helping others learn about the
awesome Love of God. It’s not enough to just smile and
nod when someone says “God is Love” but do nothing
to bring that Love into action. It means putting forth the
effort to help with whatever activity is happening that
furthers this goal; teaching Sunday School, or maybe
just supporting financially the costs of supplies, or the
extra cost of qualified staff to work with the number of
special needs children we have in our parish.

It’s really easy to think that you’ve served your time your kids are grown and gone; it’s your turn to sit back
and relax. You’re invited to rethink that! No where in
the Bible does Jesus tell us to relax! The disciples were
told to go into the world sharing the good news of
Christ. You are invited to be one of those disciples. If
we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the world
will teach them not to.

For those of you who don’t have young children in the
parish, it means being the extra grandma, grandpa, uncle
or aunt to a child of a single mom, or helping with a
fractious little one during a service. The phrase “it takes
a village” is an invitation to Love. We all have a
responsibility to help our parish children learn how
much God loves them. The responsibility belongs to us
all. You are invited to be that shining example of God’s
Love on earth!

You’re invited to help make “Welcome Regardless”
more than a slogan. Let us know you’re willing to be
part of the Welcome - invite yourself! Let Rev. Helen,
or any of the Christian Education Volunteers know you
are willing to help us “raise up a child in the way they
should go…”

Not everyone is cut out to be a teacher, this is true.
However, as scripture says, we all have many gifts, but
the gift of the Holy Spirit has to be shared - why else
would Jesus have given it to the disciples if not to share
it with the rest of the world? Their Mission has become
our Mission. If you’re not able to teach, find a way to
help with this very important Mission to teach our
children about how to share God’s love with others.
You may never know the impact you have on a child
when you reach out with love to share God’s love with
them. Be a volunteer to help out in the Nursery on
Sunday; provide extra money to help pay for a qualified
special needs teacher; volunteer to help out with special
activities such as VBS, or other events for the children.

Dana Berry
Lee Davis
Natalie Fagin
Susan Baker
Marla Foxx
Diane Whorley

You hear stories all the time of little children who do
great things because they learned in church how to share
God with others. In today’s world, children need that
reassurance more than ever. They need to know that
even when horrible things happen, God is there in the
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Pentecost Sunday - Baptisms

7

St Raphael Episcopal Church
1891 Parkers Mill Rd
Lexington, KY 40504
Rev. Canon Dr. Helen Van Koevering, Rector
Phone: 8592554987
Email: Office: bonnie@sreclex.org
Website: www.sreclex.org

Articles and news information for April must be
submitted by Friday, June. 22, 2018 to Dana
Berry at danabruceberry@gmail.com

Sunday Services
8:30 am Holy Eucharist (Rite I)
Nursery provided for the 11 am
service for children: infant to 2nd grade
11 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Wednesday
12 Noon Holy Eucharist with Unction
6:30 pm Evening Prayer with Unction (healing prayers)

